I have seen the document "GLOBAL TAILINGS STANDARD Draft for Public Consultation"
and would like to make the following comments:
(1) The foreword states that "The online consultation for this draft is open for six weeks from November 15 to
December 31. During this period, I will be visiting different countries and communities
to ensure that local voices are heard and taken into consideration in the preparation
of the Standard. All feedback will be carefully gathered, collated and provided to the
team of experts for consideration and integration".
It may be kindly agreed that the preparation of such a document needs incorporation of the
observations made and feed back collected through visits to the mining/tailing sites, studying
the investigation reports of the past dam failures for the reasons of the disasters specially
the ones of Brazil, Hungry, USA (Gold King Mine) etc.
It is suggested that a revised draft is prepared after incorporating the findings of the
visits and the revised one is made available for public consultation.
(2) The Foreword also states "Ultimately, Operators are required to strive towards zero harm to people and the
environment – with zero tolerance for any human fatality"
The objective is expected to be "zero risk of harm" instead of "zero-harm".

(3) The documents seem to have assumed that the mining industry does not have any other
options such as making use of their wastes for possible applications and that the
mine tailing will need to be stored all the time.
The global need of taking measures for moving towards zero storage of wastes also
needs to be highlighted.
(4) The recommendations that are to be made are expected to be made part of the EIA/RA
studies and preparation of the EMP and DMP by the industries for their any new/expansion
project.
The requirements for granting Environmental Clearance to mining/mineral processing
projects should include Risk Assessment and Disaster Management. The DMP should
be made assuming the tailing dam may fail for reasons beyond human control.
It may be noted here that the high number of fatalities in case of the Brumadinho dam
disaster was primarily because of the location of staff canteen in the impact zone.

