
Consultation response 

Part 1: Your details 

Original language of response: English 
 

Name: Tania Laurencont 
 

Country of residence: Australia 
 

Are you willing to let us publish your response publicly on the Global Tailings Review website? Yes 
 

Please select which stakeholder group you are representing: Consultant (non-geotechnical) 
  
If 'Other', please specify below:  
 

Are you responding on behalf of an organization? No 
 
Please give the name of the organization:  
 
Your level within the organisation:  
 
 

Part 2: Your views on each of the Principles and Requirements in the Standard 
Topic I: Knowledge Base 

Principle 1 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 1 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 1 
 

Principle 2 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 2 do your comments relate to? 

Requirement 2.5 
 
Your comments on Principle 2 

The financial assurance must be based on an agreed methodology for closure and post closure 

stewardship. 
 

Topic II: Affected Communities 

Principle 3 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 3 do your comments relate to? 



Requirement 3.2 
 
Your comments on Principle 3 

This requirement should include the concept of Full Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) as the 

minimum standard for engagement 
 
 

Topic III: Design, Construction, Operation and Monitoring of the Tailings Facility 

Principle 4 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 4 do your comments relate to? 

Comments on the Principle itself 
 
Your comments on Principle 4 

This requirement should have a much higher focus on the closure and post closure phases. TSF's 

are constructed and operated over decades, but are closed in perpetuity. All facilities will fail at 

some point after they are closed. 
 

Principle 5 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Partially 
 
Which aspects of Principle 5 do your comments relate to? 

Comments on the Principle itself 
 
Your comments on Principle 5 

Options for alternative ways of managing tailings i.e. filter pressed, dry stacked, incorporated into 

an integrated waste facility should be discussed here, as they require consideration. 
 

Principle 6 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Partially 
 
Which aspects of Principle 6 do your comments relate to? 

Comments on the Principle itself 
 
Your comments on Principle 6: 

Ensuring that the dam is currented based on these design criteria is as important as having them. 

Quite often dams are being found to not have been constructed as per the design. 
 

Principle 7 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 7 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 7 



 

Principle 8 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 8 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 8 
 
 

Topic IV: Management and Governance 

Principle 9 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 9 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 9 
 

Principle 10 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Partially 
 
Which aspects of Principle 10 do your comments relate to? 

Comments on the Principle itself 
 
Your comments on Principle 10: 

How these requirements will continue to be complied with during closure and stewardship phases 

needs to be considered. 
 

Principle 11 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 11 do your comments relate to? 

Comments on the Principle itself 
 
Your comments on Principle 11: 

These requirements are operational phase focused, closure and stewardship phases will be much 

longer and as such should get a greater focus. 
 

Principle 12 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 12 do your comments relate to? 
 



Your comments on Principle 12: 
 

Principle 13 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 13 do your comments relate to? 

No 
 
Your comments on Principle 13: 
 

Principle 14 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 14 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 14: 
 
 

Topic V: Emergency Response and Long-Term Recovery 

Principle 15 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 15 do your comments relate to? 

Comments on the Principle itself 
 
Your comments on Principle 15: 

Consideration should be given to how these requirements continue to be addressed once the 

facility is closed. 
 

Principle 16 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 
Which aspects of Principle 16 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 16: 
 
 

Topic VI: Public Disclosure and Access to Information 

Principle 17 

In your view, will compliance with this Principle and its Requirements contribute to the prevention 
of catastrophic failure of tailings facilities? 

Yes 
 



Which aspects of Principle 17 do your comments relate to? 
 
Your comments on Principle 17: 
 
 

Part 3: Your views on the Standard 

Your view as to whether the content of the Standard meets your expectations  

Your view as to whether the content of the Standard meets your expectations (closed question): 

3: Meets my expectations 
 
Please summarize why you chose this option: 

The standard is very comprehensive, however, it does not cover closure and stewardship in 

enough detail 
 
 

Your view on whether the Standard will create a step change for the industry in the safety 

and security of tailings facilities  

Your view on whether the Standard will create a step change for the industry in the safety and 
security of tailings facilities (closed question): 

4: Will deliver improvements across all aspects of the safety and security of tailings facilities 
 
Please summarize why you chose this option: 

Because it is comprehensive and considers the interests of affected parties, it has the potential to 

create change across all aspects of TSF management 
 
 

Does the content of the Standard address all aspects of tailings facility management 

adequately? 

Does the content of the Standard address all aspects of tailings facility management adequately 
(closed question)? 

No 
 
Please explain why and/or what is missing: 

Construction and operational phases generally last decades while closure and stewardship 

phases last in perpetuity. In addition, the level of management control generally reduces post 

operation of a facility. This is currently not reflected in the focus of this document.   Filter pressing, 

dry stacking and creating integrated facilities with waste rock are well understood technologies 

which replace slurry filled TSFs, there should be a greater focus on not creating more slurry dams. 
 
 

Part 4: Suggestions for topics to be included in the accompanying 

Recommendations Report 

On which topics would you expect to have further clarification or guidance in this document? 

Ongoing management of TSFs post the operational phase 
 
 

Other information 

Non-fitting response text (text submitted which did was not in response to one of the 

questions above) 

 



 

Attachment 1 reference (if applicable) 

 

Attachment 2 reference (if applicable) 

 



 


